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òEnhancing the Home -School Connectionó 

 

 

While on the beach recently, I was approached by a 
gentleman asking if he could hire my children to help his team 
in a sand castle building contest.  This manõs employer was 
holding a team building event to kick off a conference.  The 
teams were told to use any resources they could find on the 
beach which probably led this man to realize that he could 
employ my children to cart water back and forth so that the 
regular team members could concentrate on building a 
winning masterpiece.  The sand castles would be judged on 
their use of resources, creativity, and how they relate to the 
company.  
 
The starting whistle was blown and the teams got to work 
filling buckets with sand and water and creating typical sand 
castles with walls made out of molded buckets of sand and 
moats around the castles.   
 
Our team (somehow it became personal because our children 
wanted to be a part of the winning team and because we 
would now be late for a scheduled dinner) started with the 
same basic sand castle as most teams but somewhere along 
the way transformed the castle into an incredibly detailed 
scene from a movie.   
 
The great thing about the process is that it was the children 
who realized that in order to be competitive, the team had to 
òThink Outside of the Boxó to meet the creativity and 
relativity requirements.  Watching them work with this team 
made me realize that they were utilizing all of those skills 
theyõve learned in school for the past several years.  They  
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were able to respectfully follow requests from their òemployersó, 
work as a team with a group of adult strangers, participate in 
brainstorming for a successful contest entry, plan and complete a 
project in an allotted amount of time, and use knowledge from 
social studies, English, math, science and technology classes to build 
the castle and explain how it related to the company.   
 
Our school community is fortunate to have educators that value 
integrating classwork school building and that families and the 
community play a role in educating students as well.  Part of my role 
as CRMS PTSA chair was to bring information to parents regarding 
their childõs middle school experience.  In this role, Iõve learned 
many strategies to help my children succeed and I hope that parents 
have taken advantage of information available from the PTSA web 
site, newsletter, and monthly meetings.   
 
It has been a pleasure working with the staff, parents and students 
of CRMS these past two years and I am confident the future chairs of 
CRMS PTSA, Ellie Clapp Pincus and Suzanne Strauber, will òThink 
Outside of the Boxó to make the CRMS PTSA an even more successful 
organization.   
 
Enjoy the long, warm summer days ahead, 
 
Valerie Baum 
CRMS PTSA Chair 
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Principalõs Page: 
From Scott Reinhart  
 
 

Greetings, 
 

The final day of classes.   Not a complete sentence, but a phrase the stirs the 
memories and emotions.  As is our tradition, the CRMS faculty and staff went 
out and waved to the kids as the buses, horns blaring, followed the curve 
leading to Calkins Road.   Final exams have already begun, but tomorrow 
(Thursday) we begin the final exam schedule.    We will follow our exam 
schedule (on website) till Tuesday, June 23rd.  On that day students will 
participate in grade specific end-of-the-year celebrations.   Regarding that day, I 
have a couple of very important points that need emphasis: 
 

¶ The school dress code will be enforced throughout the exams and the 
celebrations.  Students not in compliance will have to change into clothing that 
meets the code in order to participate.  If they cannot alter their dress, or change 
into something else that meets the dress code requirements, they will not be 
permitted to participate.  To ensure that their tests and celebrations are not 
interrupted, please carefully monitor your childõs dress.  Refer to my previous 
communication for instructions on how to determine compliance.     
 

¶ Darien Lake (8th graders) - If they are planning on using the water park, 
bathing suits must also comply with the dress code.  Guideline:  Bathing suits 
acceptable in physical education (pool) are acceptable for this activity.  No 
bikinis.  Wearing bathing suits is restricted to the water park and not to be worn 
outside the water park designated area.   
 

¶ Please remember sun screen.   
 

¶ Darien Lake:  Remember spending money and no parent pickups in the 
front bus loop upon our return. 
 

Though the summer has just begun, some fall info for our returning students 
and parents: 

¶ Open House ð September 16 (second week of school) 

¶ Parent Portal -   In the fall we will be activating a new application that will 
allow you 24/7 access to your childõs grades.  Registration will take place at 
Open House, so watch for more information this summer. 

¶ Grades and More - Soon you will be receiving your childõs report card, 
followed by NYS Assessment results.  2009-10 team assignments will arrive 
early in August. 
 

I hope you and your child had a satisfying and productive year.   I value the trust 
you put in us and please know that we are working hard to provide an 
outstanding learning /growth experience for your children.  I believe we have an 
amazing faculty and staff.  If you agree, I encourage you to shoot them an email 
or note letting them know.  Thank you for allowing me to spend my days with 
them.  They really are wonderful people. 
 

Have a great summer. 
 

Scott Reinhart 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Team News:  

MidKnights at Mid -Year!  
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CRMS PTSA 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Itõs impossible to believe how quickly this year has flown by! Our youngest child is 
about to leave Allen Creek School and arrive at Calkins Road.  Our oldest, twins, are 
leaving Calkins Road and about to step into Sutherland High School ð unknown 
territory!    
 
It is a transition we are making as a family as much as our children are preparing for 
it as students. We have begun to feel nostalgic as we prepare to leave Allen Creek 
after enjoying a wonderful, ten-year connection to the school, its teachers and its 
extended community.  Although, these transitions are first and foremost our 
childrenõs to make, we need to be aware of the transitions their growth requires of us 
as parents. 
 
At CRMS PTSA, we have tried to help bring you pertinent and helpful information as 
your children ð and your families ð move through these school years. During her two 
years as CRMS PTSA Chair, Valerie Baum has worked to bring many professionals 
to our meetings to share their knowledge and wisdom.   
 
We hope to continue these informational programs next year and will ask for your 
input on program topics at our first PTSA meeting in September. We hope you will 
join us and share your areas of interest and concern. 
 
Additionally, we hope to find a spot at CRMS where we can share a cup of coffee and 
informal conversation together before meetings. As our children enter middle school 
with students from other schools, we recognize that we as parents are also given an 
opportunity, even responsibility, to connect with a broader community. We welcome 
your thoughts and ideas for ways to nurture these connections. 
 
I am thrilled to announce that Suzanne Strauber, another Allen Creek òalum,ó has 
agreed to Co-chair with me next year. We are looking forward to meeting many new 
faces and working together with new friends from Jefferson Road and Mendon 
Center Elementary. As I noted last month, the three-year middle school program 
creates a more rapid turnover for PTSA. We are so happy to have had so many step 
forward to volunteer their time and talent to enrich our childrenõs education.  A huge 
thank you to all of you who have elected to stay as well as those of you who have 
taken on new positions! 
 
We do have a few positions left to fill on the CRMS PTSA roster for next year and 
hope you might consider lending a hand.  If time doesnõt allow you to take on a 
leadership role, we hope that you will be able to attend at least some of the meetings 
to both learn and share your thoughts, concerns and ideas. 
 

Please donõt hesitate to contact either one of us at any time if you have questions or 
are interested in helping on a committee! 

 
 

Ellie Clapp Pincus   413-0163  eclapp@rochester.rr.com  
Suzanne Strauber  586-4722 barnataliest@aol.com   

Co-Chairs for 2009 -2010  

 

From the Vice Chair:  

Ellie Clapp Pincus  

mailto:eclapp@rochester.rr.com
mailto:barnataliest@aol.com
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CRMS PTSA Roster to date  
For 2009 - 2010 

 
EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE: 

 

  

Co-Chairs Ellie  Pincus 413-0163 eclapp@rochester.rr.com 
 

 Suzanne Strauber 586-4722 barnataliest@aol.com  
 

Recording Secretary 
   

Megan DiPasquale 
 

381-0147 megandipasquale@gmail.com 

Corresponding Secretary 
 

Carol Levy  glevy2@rochester.rr.com  

Treasurer Mary Harvey 
 

218-0802 mharvey001@Rochester.rr.com  

PROGRAM  CHAIRS:  
 

 

Activity Night 
 
      -Food 

Cindy Shuman 
Wendy Kaiser 
Lisa Syed  

 
 
242-0306 

Cshu22664@aol.com  
Wendy_elmer_kaiser@bcsd.org  

      -Sixth Grade Sandy Parker 
Nora Kiefer 

218-9193 Sparker427@yahoo.com  

      -Seventh & 
      Eighth Grade 

Jodi Marcello 
Missy Wicket 

381-7164      Marcello@frontiernet.net 

Book Fair Jodi Sacks 586-5868 trindela@rochester.rr.com 
 

Communications/ 
Newsletter 

OPEN   
 

Community Service Cindy Gianniny 586-0738 cindygianniny@hotmail.com 
 

Cultural Arts Mary Harvey 218-0802 Mharvey001@rochester.rr.com 
 

Directory Pam Carty 385-9423 Pcarty@rochester.rr.com  
 

Eighth Grade Awards 
Breakfast Coordinator 

OPEN   
 

Fundraising/Gift Recorder Mary Harvey 
 

218-0802 Mharvey001@rochester.rr.com 

Health & Safety Maria Herrera 249-5141 gorda@rochester.rr.com 
 

Hospitality Jennifer Thomas 
Sandy Parker 

249-9932 jenhthomas@aol.com  

Instructional Leadership 
Team 

Nancy Baker 
 

249-6225 Nbaker1@rochester.rr.com 
Note: Two Chairs required 

Membership OPEN   
 

Newcomers Misty Neilson 385-8585 neilson@rochester.rr.com  
 

School Pictures Shari Smith 381-5859 shs@rochester.rr.com 
 

Spirit Wear Coordinator 
 

Bernie Tiede 381-8171 stiede@rochester.rr.com 

Super Sale Kathleen          
Vanderzwaag 

  OPEN: 

219-6291 zwaag@rochester.rr.com 
Note: Co-chair welcome 

Teacher Representative Faculty position   
 

Volunteer Coordinator Carol Cunningham 
 

249-6262 carolmom@rochester.rr.com 

Website Coordinator Chetna Chandrankala  662-5006 chetna_chandrakala@rediffmail.com  

 
 

 

CRMS PTSA 
 

 
 

mailto:eclapp@rochester.rr.com
mailto:barnataliest@aol.com
mailto:megandipasquale@gmail.com
mailto:glevy2@rochester.rr.com
mailto:mharvey001@Rochester.rr.com
mailto:Cshu22664@aol.com
mailto:Wendy_elmer_kaiser@bcsd.org
mailto:Sparker427@yahoo.com
mailto:Marcello@frontiernet.net
mailto:trindela@rochester.rr.com
mailto:cindygianniny@hotmail.com
mailto:Mharvey001@rochester.rr.com
mailto:Pcarty@rochester.rr.com
mailto:Mharvey001@rochester.rr.com
mailto:gorda@rochester.rr.com
mailto:jenhthomas@aol.com
mailto:Nbaker1@rochester.rr.com
mailto:neilson@rochester.rr.com
mailto:shs@rochester.rr.com
mailto:stiede@rochester.rr.com
mailto:zwaag@rochester.rr.com
mailto:carolmom@rochester.rr.com
mailto:chetna_chandrakala@rediffmail.com
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CRMS PTSA Open Chairs for 2009-2010:  

Job Descriptions  
 
 

Communications: 
Chairperson works with other volunteers (parent, staff and student) to publish a CRMS 
PTSA  e-newsletter.   

Eighth Grade Awards Breakfast Coordinator:  
Volunteer organizes donations of fruit and baked goods to supplement eighth grade 
breakfast on Award day.  Parent(s) works with kitchen staff to collect donated food items 
before the beginning of the school day. 

ILT (Instructional Leadership Team):  
PTSA volunteers meet and discuss instructional issues with CRMS staff leaders.  
Meetings are held twice a month after school. 
(Two Chairs are required)  

Membership:  
PTSA volunteer recruits PTSA members and collects membership forms and payment to 
submit to the district PTSA.   

Super Sale:  
PTSA chair person recruits volunteers to work at the October PTSA Super Sale. (Looking 
for a co-chair) 

 

Please contact any one of us if you are interested or have any questions: 

Valerie Baum: Vrbaum@aol.com 

Ellie Clapp Pincus: Eclapp@rochester.rr.com 

Suzanne Strauber: Barnataliest@aol.com  

 

 

CRMS PTSA 
 

 
 

mailto:Vrbaum@aol.com
mailto:Eclapp@rochester.rr.com
mailto:Barnataliest@aol.com
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CRMS PTSA Meeting Minutes  
 

May 19, 2009  
9:30am - 11:00am, CRMS 
 
Speakers 
Valerie Baum, PTSA Chair, CRMS 
Cindy Gianniny, Community Service Coordinator 
Carmine Peluso, Asst. Principal 
Scott Reinhart, Principal 
Scott Barker, Athletic Director, PCSD 
 
Valerie Baum   
 

welcomed all attendees to the last CRMS PTSA meeting of this school 
year.   She noted that a number of PTSA committee positions are open 
for the 2009/2010 year. The CRMS PTSA website has a complete 
listing. Please contact Ellie Pincus at eclapp@rochester.rr.com if you are 
interested or have any questions. 
 
Community Service  
 

The next community service project is scheduled for the week of May 26 
ð 29. Students will be working with The Blue Star Mothersõ group, 
collecting items for our soldiers overseas. Contributions can be brought 
to school in the morning and placed in collection boxes inside the front 
doors. As part of this project, students will participate in activities/craft 
making during lunchtime. Cindy is in need of parent volunteers for this 
effort. Please contact her at cindygianniny@hotmail.com if you can help 
during lunch the week of May 26 ð 29. 
 
Vice Principal Comments  
 

Carmine Peluso reviewed all end of year activities and final exam 
schedules and noted that these are now posted on the CRMS 
website. Dismissal time on exam days will be at 11:00 am.  
   
Principal Comments  
 

Scott Reinhart recapped the major initiatives of the ô08/õ09 school year ð 
Essential Understandings, formation of the 6th grade Tie-Dye team, and 
the study of the book òA Whole New Mindó by Dave Pink. These three 
efforts focused on adjusting teaching methods to reflect how kids learn, 
and building rationales so kids understand what they are learning and 
why.     

BRMSõs ô08/õ09 pilot program, Parent Portal ð where parents and students 
have access to grades online -- was a success and will be used at CRMS 
next school year. 

continued  
 

 

FROM YOUR 
CRMS PTSA 
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FROM YOUR 
CRMS PTSA 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CRMS PTSA Meeting Minutes,  
continued  
 

Directo r of Athletics, PCSC  

Scott Barker gave a detailed presentation on modified sports at our 
middle schools. He noted that modified sports are available to 7 and 8 
grade students, while 6th graders can participate in intramurals. All 
modified sports are developmental programs with equal playing time and 
state mandated rules. The philosophy is to provide exposure, focus on 
learning and introduce athletes and parents to the commitment required 
of athletic teams. Anyone is welcome to tryout but òcutsó are 
possible. Team sizes are limited as it is essential to maintain a safe 
environment and to provide adequate facilities, equipment and coaching. 
 The state process allows for 7/8th graders to play at a higher level if 
they qualify. A very small percentage of athletes qualify and must go 
through a selective classification process including Tanner testing.  

Current 6th and 7th grade students will have an opportunity to sign up for 
modified sports during P.E. classes in June. 

Modified sports will begin immediately after the first day of school in 
Sept 2009, with football beginning on the first day.  Scott holds a 
modified sports Information Night once or twice every school year. One 
will be held in mid-Sept ô09.    

For 8th graders moving on to Sutherland, Fall 2009 sports will begin Aug 
17 and practices are mandatory. Clearance forms must be submitted by 
Aug 1, 2009. There will be an Athletics Information night for Sutherland 
during the 3rd or 4th week of Aug ô09. 

The website is the best source of information for all athletic program 
information. Scott recommends that parents with students interested in 
sports review the website. Any other questions can be directed to Scott 
(Scott_Barker@pittsford.monroe.edu) or Charlie Webster 
(Charles_Webster@pittsford.monroe.edu), the athletics coordinator at 
CRMS. 
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TEACHERS 
 

We are happy to share information about upcoming events such as 
drama, art shows, Student Council efforts, etc. on our CRMS PTSA 
Website or in the MidKnight News newsletter.  
Please feel free to forward inf ormation you wish to include to:  
 
Website Coordinator: Chetna Chandrakala:  
Chetna_Chandrakala@rediffmail.com   
or  
Newsletter Editor: Ellie Clapp Pincus:  

eclapp@rochester.rr.com    

 

What do YOU think?  
 

We have been discussing how best to proceed with our MidKnight 
News for 2009-2010. We would really appreciate any input you 
have. 
 
Do you feel it has been useful, helpful, enlightening? Or not? 
What would you like to see changed? 
What have you enjoyed? 
What are we missing? 
Etc.! 
 

As a project of PTSA, we hope this newsletter can benefit and bring 
together Parents, Teachers and Students. We hope you will share 
MidKnight News with your children  and that it can help foster 
conversation at home.  
 
In light of the new òParent Portaló coming to CRMS, the extensive 
CRMS website and daily Morning Announcements, we ask what role 
you think a newsletter should play. We donõt wish to be redundant 
but believe there is value in sending information directly to your 
inbox! 
 
Let us know what you think! 
Zip us an e-mail at: 
eclapp@rochester.rr.com    
We look forward to hearing from your comments and suggestions! 
 
P.S. 
We are still looking for someone who would like to take on this 
Communications position for next year. If you are interested, please 
contact: Ellie Clapp Pincus at eclapp@rochester.rr.com   
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Community Service  

Cindy Gianinny, Chair  
 

 

JUNE 2009 
 

End of the year schedule 
  
Tuesday, June 16 - regular school day: 
Integrated Geometry Regents - beginning at 8:00 am 
  
Wednesday, June 17:  Last day of regular classes: 
Earth Science Regents - Grade 8 beginning at 12:00 noon 

  
 
  

2009 Exam Schedule ð Calkins Road Middle School 
  

Thursday, June 18th  Friday 
June 19th  

Monday, June 22nd  Tuesday, 
June 23rd  

7:40- 9:00 9:10 ð 10:30 12:00 7:40- 9:00 9:10 ð 10:30 7:30- 2:30 

6 ï  World Lang 6- Math 
Integrated 
Algebra 
Regents 

  
  

6 ï SS Science  6th ï Field Day 

7 ï  World Lang 7 ï Math 7 ï SS Science 7th ï Picnics 

8 - Science 8- Math 8- Secondary Language 
Proficiency 
8:30-10:30 

8th ï Breakfast & 
   Darien Lake 

  
  
  

Bus Runs 
 
June 18th   
Pickup - Regular time 
Departure - 10:40 & 12:00 noon 
  
June 19th 
Pickup ï Regular Time 
Departure ï 2:30 & 3:30 
  
June 22nd  
Pickup - Regular time 
Departure: 10:40 & 12:00 noon 
  
June 23rd  
Pickup - Regular time 
Departure: 2:30 only 
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CRMS PTSA MEETING  
GUEST SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS 
 
Our PTSA meetings this year have featured excellent guest speakers on parent-requested topics: 

¶ Stress 

¶ Bullying and Cyber Bullying 

¶ Adolescent Health Issues 

¶ Middle School Sports 
 
Their presentations, including references for further reading, are available on our CPMS PTSA 
website at:  http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/resources.cfm?subpage=767015  
 
 
òHelping Your Kids Stress Less!ó 
by Geoffrey Bones 
School Psychologist, Calkins Road Middle School 

 
 
òUnderstanding and Addressing Bullying and Cyber Bullyingó 
 by James P. Colt, Ed.D.   

Coordinator, School Safety and Security, Monroe 1 BOCES 
 
 
ñAdolescent Health Issues:  
AED Guidelines (from the Academy of Eating Disorders) and  
Teens and Sleepó 
by Erin McRae 
Health Teacher, CRMS   
Erin is available for questions and will provide further information upon request.  
While speaking on Healthy Weight, Erin referenced the book I'm, Like, so fat.  by Dianne Neumark-Sztainer, 
2005, New York, The Guilford Press. 
 
 

òMiddle School Sportsó 
By Scott Barker 
PCSD Athletic Director 
Note: The online May 19th Meeting minutes contain information as well as a recommendation to 
check the PCSD Athletic Department web pages for very extensive sports information. 
Check it out at: 
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/departments.cfm?subpage=798  
 
 

 

 

http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/resources.cfm?subpage=767015
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/departments.cfm?subpage=798
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STAY CONNECTED/STAY INFORMED! 
 
PITTSFORD DISTRICT PTSA E-NEWS 
Be sure you are signed up for twice -weekly District PTSA E-news at:  
www.pittsfordptsa.net   
 
We urge you to explore the Pittsford Schools District website  
and CRMSõs very extensive postings in particular: 
 Go to www.pitt sfordschools.org   and click on CRMS under the 
òSchoolsó drop down menu. Or use this link: 
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/schools.cfm?subpage=873   
 
Sign up to receive Calkins Road Schoo l Morning Announcements by  
e-mail here : 
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/webpages/cokeane/contact_info.cfm   
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
This is also the e -mail list used for disseminating MI DKNIGHT NEWS! 
Please pass this along to anyone who is not currently receiving 
MidKnight News via e -mail.  Thank you!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calkins Road Middle School PTSA  
Website Coordinator: Chetna Chandrakala 
 
Our thanks to Chetna Chandrakala, our CRMS PTSA Website Coordinator,  
for her continuing upkeep of our CRMS PTSA website!   
Note that our opening page is a ñBulletin Boardò format for timely announcements. 
Check it out at: http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/resources.cfm?subpage=292153 
 
We are delighted that Chetna has agreed to continue as Website Coordinator 
next year, in addition to accepting a website position at the district level.  
 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, STUDENTS: 
We welcome your input as we continue to expand and refine our website. If you have 
announcements or items to post you wish to have posted, you may forward them 
directly to Chetna at: Chetna_Chandrakala@rediffmail.com 
 
Please do not send news directly to the district web address. 
The district PTSA reserves the right to accept, reject or modify news according to its policies. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/schools.cfm?subpage=873
http://www.pittsfordschools.org/webpages/cokeane/contact_info.cfm
http://www.pittsfordptsa.net/resources.cfm?subpage=292153
mailto:Chetna_Chandrakala@rediffmail.com


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Calkins Road Middle School  
1899 Calkins Road 

Pittsford, NY 14534 

Phone: 
(585) 267-1900 

Fax: 
(585) 264-0053 

Automated Attendance:  
(585) 267-1909 
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www.pittsfordptsa.net 

 

GOT NEWS? 

 

MIDKNIGHT NEWS 
 
Please submit news or articles to:  
 
eclapp@rochester.rr.com   
Ellie Clapp Pincus: 413 -0163  
 
Artwork and photos welcome too!  
 
Please note: We  reserve the right to select and/or edit material submitted.  

 
 
 

   

mailto:eclapp@rochester.rr.com

